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there had absolutely refused to part with them. I
exchanged with her the old greeting : "5 Bogom "
(God by ye).
The whole question of the future is the attitude of the
peasants, and of this I could not possibly judge, or even
guess, without an extended visit to one or more collective
farms in the country. When Stalin had the ruthlessness
and also the courage to drive through his policy of
collectivization, he judged with perfect truth in declaring
that in Russia a collectivized industry in the midst of an
individualist agriculture meant the failure of Com-
munism. The steps by which the new policy was
enforced will long remain in the memory of all who
know about them and do not try to ignore them. Of
the many victims of the Revolution and Civil War, some
of them the very flower of Russia, I have always thought
as of the individuals who went down in the Great War,
who were also too often the very best. But to me
the peasantry is, what of course it is in fact, the mass
of the population in Russia, and the one thing which
has kept me awake at night in all this story has been the
ruthless scenes of collectivization, when the best and most
thrifty labour of Russia was uprooted, property was
seized, and the victims were hurried off-hand into trucks
to be carried to the concentration camps of the north
or elsewhere. Maurice Hindus, undoubtedly a friend of
the Communist experiment, with his great gift of illus-
trating mass talks of the peasantry, has given us cruel
scenes out of that epoch, rightly not forgetting to show
the perpetrators' own sense of the ruthlessness which
they were committing. That particular struggle is now
a thing of the past, though it has been renewed, as Stalin

